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SPINS
SOUTHERN PACIFIC INDUSTRIAL
NUMBERING SYSTEM

Spins is a standard method of
identifying industries and switching
zones, tracks and consignee loading
and unloading spots. By giving zones,
tracks and spots certain designated
numbers, we are able to print switch
lists with the exact location to which
a customer's car is to be spotted.

A spins number contains up to
six digits. The first two digits indi-
cate the zone to which the car is des-
tined, the next two digits indicate
the track number withing the zone, the
last two digits are the actual spot or
coded spot.

EXAMPLE: Spings coded 473701 means
that the car is for Zone
47, Track 37, Spot 01l on
that track.

Zone and Track number apnear on
switch targets, spot siesns are placed
where customers normally load or un-
load their cars.

Spot signs are 6" x 6" green
metal signs with 4" white reflector-
ized numbers. These signs are placed
at center of a car spot for spotting
if possible from either side of car.



Procedures listed below must be
complied with in fillins out the
printed lists.

Cars proverly spotted or placed
opnosite each show the letter
"S" and write time placed to the
nearest hour.

Cers not spotted according to
list, opposite each show "OO" for
off snot code, actual location-
track and or where car was placed
and reason why car could not he
sno-ted.

Cars nulled from the industry
oprosite each show the letter
"P" yrite the time to the nearest
hour, if car is left in the in-
dustrial area, show track and
tirme.

Respotted or switched car, oppos-
ite each show the letter "R",

New location (Zone, Track and Spot)
nf car and write time to closest
hour.

Write Jjob number date, name and
on duty time on all lists in
space mrovided.

Anr cars not shown on the printed
lists and are pulled from an in-
dustry, write car initial and
number as well as track pulled
from on the Zone-Pull list.

Return finished printed spot and
pull lists as soon as possible to
instructed office.

If not furnished a spot and/or
pull list, then all cars switched
must be listed on a Form 16 and
turned in at instructed office.
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Asterick before and after z spot
number indicates preferred spots.

SPECIAL SPOT NUMBER CODED

The last two digits of a SPINS
number may convey a special mean-
ing and are listed below:

Team track spotting

Storége Track

Denotes industry will either do
the switching or furnishk a switch
list.

Crane spottin-

Hopper dump

Dock spotting

Piggyback

Auto ramp

Interchange to other railroads

Open area where not possible to
put up spot sions

"Then a car cannot be spotted
according to the switch list and
is left off spot, 00 will be in-
dicated on the returned list.

If car is left on a track other
than designated on list, Track
number & Spot where car is left
will be shown in.addition to 0OO0.
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